
VISION: “Barker Central School will provide the experiences necessary 

for our students to acquire the knowledge, skills, and traits to succeed 

intellectually, physically, socially, and emotionally in an ever-changing 

world.” 
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Freeze Pop Friday was a favorite day of the students and staff at 

summer recreation. 

www.barkercsd.net  
 

The official website 
and source for Barker 
Central School District 
news and information. 

http://www.barkercsd.net
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Dear Resident, 
 
Seven hundred fifty-three (753) students are expected to enter 

the school’s doors on Wednesday, September 7, 2016. Awaiting 

them will be newly polished hallways, cleaned classrooms and 

school staff eager to welcome the students. Thank you to the 

central services staff for providing our students with a safe and 

clean learning environment, and to the teachers and support 

staff for creating classrooms that encourage achievement and 

the opportunity for students to discover their individual talents 

and ambitions.   

Many of the classrooms have been upgraded with new 

technologies. Thank you to Jim Luckman, Director of 

Technology, and his team for receiving state education approval 

of the Smart Schools Investment Plan (SSIP). The result is an 

award of $119,700 for technology, much of which is designed to 

increase access to digital learning and improve literacy across 

the content areas. For example, every student in Grade 9 will be 

issued a Chromebook computer this year. The SSIP also includes the future expansion of Chromebook 

projects and interactive classroom panels (i.e. Smart Board technology) in each building.  

We will continue the development of innovative programs across the district. The STEAM Academy (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) is an integrated approach to learning and will provide additional 

pathways to graduation for students in middle and high school.  Included in the design of the academy will be 

expanding work-based learning experiences. 

An Introduction to Agriculture course will be included in the eighth grade curriculum. Students will learn about 

the importance of agriculture, focusing on the contributions the farming industry makes to sustain the food 

supply. We have partnered with Cornell University Cooperative Extension to explore funding opportunities 

through the Farm to School grant program. The financial award will fund efforts to increase local foods served 

through the child nutrition program and teach children about food and agriculture through garden and 

classroom education.   

Closely aligned is the introduction of a concept known as Precision Agriculture. High school technology 

teachers, Tom Mallon and Fred Nash, will introduce their students to the relevant technologies including the 

unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) or drone. The practice of precision agriculture is a relatively new concept, yet, 

not unfamiliar to some of our local farmers. Drones and modern (automated) machinery—smart farming 

technology—is part of the emerging innovation in the agriculture industry. We are also working with Genesee 

Community College to design a degree program in Precision Agriculture with hopes of a future college credit-

bearing course for our high school students interested in this career. These curriculum enhancements will 

allow our students to select additional course offerings directly aligned with their individual interests, talents 

and career ambitions. 

Also new this year is the increased presence and participation of law enforcement personnel in our school. 

The Barker Police Department, led by Chief of Police, Ross Annable (Class of 1975), will have a satellite 
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office at the school. This will provide on-site law enforcement similar to the school resource officer program 

that was in effect from 2002 – 2011. Non-school related activity will occur at the Village office and there is no 

additional cost for hosting the Barker Police in this capacity. 

New York State Troopers Advancing Relationships in Schools or NY STARS is a program developed by the 

New York State Troopers with the goal of advancing positive interactions with our students. Trooper Michael 

Sandolfini (Class of 1998) will visit our school several times throughout the year to participate in classroom 

and extracurricular activities. Building positive relationships between the police and all members our 

community is among the best practices in today’s law enforcement.    

Somerset Police Department and Niagara County Sheriff's Office also play an important role with our District. 

The Somerset Police provide valuable support with regular presence at extracurricular/evening activities, in 

addition to routine checks of the buildings and grounds. The Sheriff’s Office works with our Grade 5 students 

through the D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) program designed to prevent or reduce drug abuse 

and violence among children and youth. We are especially honored by the care and attention provided to our 

students and staff by law enforcement across multiple agencies.   

In all, we look forward to the promise this new school year brings for our students. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

 

Dr. Roger J. Klatt 

Image shot in June from drone 

operated by Barker technology 

teacher, Tom Mallon. 



The Banner 

Page 4 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 

changes in bus routes may affect bus pick up and 

drop off times. 

The District will continue to have nine (9) bus 

routes as it did last year. Look for specific 

information regarding your child’s bus in the 

information letters from the building principals. 

 

 

Provision for Educationally Disabled Children 

The Barker Central School District complies 

with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) and the regulations of the New York State 

Commissioner of Education relating to the 

education of educationally disabled children. The 

District seeks to search out and provide 

educational programs for Barker children under 21 

years of age who may have a handicapping 

condition as defined by NYS regulations. 

Any parent who suspects that their child may 

have a disability is encouraged to contact the 

District by phone at 716-795-3832. All information 

is kept confidential and every effort will be made to 

provide for disabilities so that the child may reach 

his or her full potential.  

 

 

Emergency Information Cards 

Students bring home an emergency 

information card the first week of school. 

It is very important that you fill out the 

card and return it to the health office as soon as 

possible. 

In case of an emergency, this information is 

used to get in touch with you or another designated 

person listed on the card. Please notify the health 

office at 716-795-9322 of any changes in the 

information during the school year so we may keep 

our records current. 

Additionally, it is very important that your phone 

information is up-to-date in the event of a school 

closing. The District will use the Blackboard 

Connect system to notify residents of school 

closings/cancellations. 

Need to Change Your Child’s Bus Schedule? 

When children go somewhere other than home 

after school, or are picked up at the campus during 

or after school, please follow 

these procedures: 

 Put it in writing – Written 

notification MUST be 

sent to school with the 

child, giving the time he or she will be 

picked up or the home where the child will 

be going. The note must be signed by the 

parent/guardian. It will become a document 

of record which Barker Central School is 

required to keep. The office will issue a 

blue slip for the teacher and bus driver. The 

safety of all students is important and the 

District appreciates your cooperation. 

 Blue Slips – Blue slips for bus changes, 

early dismissals and the like will be written 

for students who bring in a note from their 

parent or guardian. Be sure to include 

appropriate information that will help school 

personnel ensure that every child is 

properly accounted for and sent on the 

proper bus to the designated address on 

the correct day. 

 Elementary students need a note to walk or 

bike to school. If you want your elementary 

school children to walk or ride their bicycles 

to and from school, please have them bring 

a note to the elementary office. Please 

remember that New York State Law 

requires that children under age 15 wear 

approved safety helmets when riding their 

bicycles. 

 

 

Bus Routes 

Barker Central School contracts 

with Ridge Road Express for bus 

services. Questions regarding bus services can be 

directed to Lynn Walker at the local Ridge Road 

Express garage at 716-795-3816. Please note that 
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KidWatch 

The purpose of the Barker Central School 

District KidWatch Program is to provide a safe, 

secure and productive environment for students 

whose parents need to leave for work before their 

Pre-K - 6 grade children are able to board the bus. 

Students must register to take part in the 

program. KidWatch runs Monday through Friday 

during regular school days from 7:35-8:35 AM, 

during which time activities, including arts and 

crafts, movies, gym and computer lab time are 

provided. The cost does not include breakfast. 

An application is included in this edition of The 

Banner and is also available on the BCS website. 

 

 

Sports Information 

Visit barkercsd.net for the latest sport stories, 

team rosters, schedules, results, directions, a copy 

of the student-athlete handbook, and more. Varsity 

scores and stories are reported to the following: 

The Buffalo News, The Lockport Star, the Lockport 

Union-Sun & Journal, and orleanshub.com. 

Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, the 

New York State Public High School Athletic 

Association will change it’s Scholar Athlete 

Program. For full details on the program please 

visit the following website: 

http://www.nysphsaa.org 

Under the About NYSPHSAA 

tab at the top you can then 

click on the “Scholar Athletes” 

link under “Educational Programs.” 

 

 

Academic Policy/Pass To Play 

Teachers are to notify the Building Principal 

and/or Athletic Director if a student participating in 

athletics is not working to their potential or not 

showing up after school when asked to do so by a 

teacher.  Upon notification, the Athletic Director will 

meet with the student to put the student on the 

“Pass to Play” program. The student needs to be 

successful in the program in order to remain 

eligible. If the student does not meet that obligation 

or the requirements to be placed in the “Pass to 

Play” program then they will be removed from 

participation for an amount of time necessary for 

them to show progress and success in the 

classroom. Once a student has earned eligibility 

status, they must continue to demonstrate success 

in fulfilling their academic and behavioral 

expectations. 

Visit our athlete homepage at barkercsd.net to 

view the “Pass to Play” Program tracking 

sheet/contract. 

A modified version of this program can be put 

in place even if the athlete is out of season. This 

will help the student stay on track for graduation 

and it will also ensure that the student is meeting 

satisfactory progress when his/her sport season 

does start. 

2016-2017 school 

supply lists are 

available on the 

Barker Central School 

homepage. 

For detailed calendar information 

please visit the BCS website 

calendar link at: 

www.barkercsd.net/calendar  

http://www.barkercsd.net/calendar
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In a collaborative effort to offer agricultural related experiences for our students, Barker has partnered with 

Royalton-Hartland Central School and Cornell University Cooperative Extension to explore grant 

opportunities that award funds to enhance agricultural 

studies and experiences for students in grades K-12. The 

experiences would allow students to discover a natural 

connection between the unique qualities of a rural 

community while being introduced to career options 

directly related to agriculture. 

 

We are currently waiting for notification on a grant that 
was submitted this past spring. 

Staff who participated in the Farm to School meeting 

from Cornell Cooperative Extension (L-R): Deb 

Farese (BCS Director of Instructional Services), Shelia 

Murphy (R-H Assistant Superintendent), Cathy Maloney 

(Cornell Cooperative Executive Director), Kaitlin Smith 

(Cornell Cooperative Program Coordinator), Julie 

Fuerch (BCS Cafeteria Manager). 

Ross Annable, Barker Chief of Police, along with 

other members of the Barker Police Department, will 

be present in a new satellite office at BCS this school 

year. Other police agencies such as the New York 

State Troopers, Town of Somerset Police Department, 

and the Niagara County Sheriff’s Department will 

continue to  provide support to the District and build 

positive relationships with our students. 
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The 26th annual Helen P. Kelley Memorial Art Show of the WNY Federation 

of Women's Clubs was May 13, 2016. The Western New York Federation of 

Women's Clubs Art Show is held annually for students in grades 9-12 in the 

eight far western counties of New York State. Barker Central High School 

was awarded twenty ribbons for student work. Congratulations to the 

following award winners: 

 

1st Place: 

 Grace McLaughlin, Ceramics 

 Piper Moffitt, Altered Book 

 

2nd Place: 

 Erika Moeller, Photography 

 Abigail Bachman, Digital Illustration 

 Emma Carey, Acrylic Painting 

 Mireia Coll-Vinent Olle, Ceramics  

 Noah DiLorenzo, Advertising Design  

 

3rd Place: 

 Kelsie Engert, Photography 

 Davison Miller, Oil Painting 

 Morgan Sherman, Ceramics 

 Mary Rounds, Photography 

 Eddie Wasnock, Advertising Design  

 Gabrielle Baker, Printmaking 

 Mallory Gross, Pen and Ink and Watercolor Painting 

 Emily Annable, Altered Book 

 

Honorable Mention: 

 Erika Moeller, Photography 

 Annika Vogel, Ceramics 

 Victoria Mace, Oil Painting 

 Joslynn Bull, Pen and Ink and Watercolor Painting 

 Shelby Ewald, Altered Book 

Eddie Wasnock 

Advertising Design 

Abigail Bachman 

Digital Illustration 

Emma Carey 

Acrylic Painting 

Mallory Gross 

Pen and Ink and Watercolor 

Gabrielle Baker 

Printmaking 

Joslynn Bull 

Pen and Ink and Watercolor 
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Students in the High School Art Advertising and Design class created logos 

for the 2016 Niagara County Fair Logo Contest. The theme of the fair this 

year was "Once Upon a Time in Niagara: the Fairytale." Emma Carey's logo 

design was chosen as one of the top 10 finalists. 

Madison Greenwald's winning photograph. 

Kelsie Engert's winning photograph. 

Kelsie Engert and Madison Greenwald at the 
Opening Reception May 13th. 

Congratulations to Erika Moeller, Madison Greenwald and 

Kelsie Engert for their award winning photographic work in 

the 22nd Annual Villa Maria College High School Juried 

Photo Show. 

 

Erika was awarded a $2000 scholarship to the Villa Maria 

College Photography Program for her four photography 

pieces “Whimsical Dreams”, “Through the Looking Glass”, 

“High Tea” and “The Bridge to Adventure”. Madison 

Greenwald took 3rd place overall for her photograph "One 

Last Glance" and Kelsie Engert received Honorable 

Mention for her photograph "Shattered". 



Page 10 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 

The Banner 



The Banner 

Page 11 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 



Page 12 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 

The Banner 



The Banner 

Page 13 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 



Page 14 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 

The Banner 



The Banner 

Page 15 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 



Page 16 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 

The Banner 



The Banner 

Page 17 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 



Page 18 Back to School Banner 2016-2017 

The Banner 



KidWatch Registration Form 

Return to Pratt Elementary School 

Barker, NY 14012 

 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nickname:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent(s) Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address w/Zip:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Telephone Number:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact Person and Telephone Number:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Medical Concerns (Be Specific):  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number of Parent(s) during KidWatch hours:  _______________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Days per week you anticipate using KidWatch: 

_____ 1  _____ 2  ______ 3 _____ 4  _____ 5  _____ Occasionally 

 

 

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM IN WITH YOUR CHILD ON THE FIRST DAY OF KIDWATCH. 

ATTENDANCE IS TAKEN DAILY. 

 

 

If family has applied for and qualifies for Free or Reduced Lunch  $0.50 per day _____ 

 

All Other Students        $2.00 per day _____ 

 

 

Prices do not include breakfast. 

 

 

*Please note that a bill will be sent home monthly so children will not have to handle money on a daily basis. 

 

 

KidWatch is Monday-Friday from 7:35-8:35 AM when school is in session. 
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The Banner is a Barker Central School District 

publication printed three times a year. Please direct 

any questions, comments or suggestions to 

Jeffrey Costello, Banner Editor: 

Email: jcostello@barkercsd.net 

Phone: 716-795-3201 ext. 5185 
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John E. Sweeney Jr., Vice President 
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Barker Central School District Phone Numbers 

Athletic Office Phone  716-795-3340 

Bus Garage Phone 716-795-3816 

Business Office Phone 716-795-9111 

Cafeteria Office Phone 716-795-3347 

District Office Phone 716-795-3832 

Guidance Office Phone 716-795-9260 

Health Office Phone 716-795-9322 

Jr. / Sr. High School Office Phone 716-795-3201 

Pratt Elementary School Office Phone 716-795-3237 

Special Education Office Phone 716-795-3350 

Technology Office Phone 716-795-9263 

Barker Central School District Fax Numbers 

Bus Garage Fax 716-795-9337 

Business Office Fax  716-795-3283 

District Office Fax 716-795-3394 

Guidance Office Fax  716-795-9665 

Health Office Fax 716-795-3678 

Jr. / Sr. High School Office Fax 716-795-3911 

Special Education Office Fax  716-795-9437 

Pratt Elementary School Office Fax 716-795-9330 

mailto:jcostello@barkercsd.net

